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: ar is no way out anymore. War is no 
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Peace on earth! Let’s call wars ‘ undiplomatic 
incidents 1°” 
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_A challenging message for the New Year is con- 
lained in the following, extracted from a speech given 
recently in New York and reported by Gene Sharp. 


AT the end of World War I the hearts of many people were 


filled with hope for the end of war. 
ations was an expression of that hope—that war was 


Time passed and the Second World War, which was never to 
$s to ourselves is! happen, began. The Christian Church had been sound asleep. Then 
ir there was a day when hostilities came to an end, to the 
ii] ..Mense relief of all the world. Once more a new world organisation 


" War ne we now, with the rest of mankind, heading toward a new 
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Million lives. Thirty cobalt bombs today will make life impos- 
On the globe. Both sides will have these thirty bombs. Both 


higher courts in order to challenge the con- 
tenia lita of the New York State Civil 


Defence Act. 


provisions of both the state and federal con- 
Stitutions. 


rights of non-religious pacifists, some of whom 
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The League 


She watches 


us. 
What shall we 
bring her next 
year? Her hope 
of the future lies 


in our hands. 
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defeat. 
roots of war, and something effective. 


We speak of armaments and security. Can 
we really afford to spend money on arma- 
ments when we know war is madness, when 
every single penny is needed to feed people e4 
Every one of these crimes of injustice has 

been committed in the name of the Christians. 


We have held the teachings of love and 
peacemaking for two thousand years, but have 
we ever acted upon these laws? Or have we 
acted upon what we called the laws of nature, 
that everybody has to take care of himself first, 
regardless of what happened to others or what 
God wanted us to do? 

The time has become short, my friends, very 
short indeed. Nobody knows how long the 
so-called Christian world will be God's steward 
in this world. Have we used the goods or 
gifts of God as we ought to, or have we used 
them to our own advantage? What ought we 
to do? That is the question before us, the 
churches, the world. 


the North Atlantic Treaty 


result in our saving money. 


with the establishment of NATO 
Force has steadily gone up. 


The North Atlantic Council, which reviews 
expenditure, has just met in Paris and the 
Defence Correspondent of the Manchester 
Guardian (December 16, 1955) tells us: 

“The total defence expenditure in Europe 
for the year 1955, as at present forecast, is 
up from  $10,313,000,000 in 1954 to 
$10,393,000,000 this year. The British esti- 
mate shows a rise from £1,570,000,000 to 
£1,639,000,000.” 


This is a much bigger sum than Mr. Bevin 
could have dreamt of, and here we are at the 
end of 1955 with no sign that NATO has 
increased our relative military strength to that 
of Russia. 


There is not the slightest sign that we can 
negotiate with the Russians from a_ position 
of superior military strength. What has 


GENE SHARP JOINS PEACE NEWS 


Einstein supported his 


objection to call-up 


GENE SHARP, MA, American Quaker 
who was supported in his stand as a 
conscientious objector by Dr. Albert 
Einstein, has joined the London staff of 
Peace News. 
Aged 27, Gene Sharp was born in Ohio, 


where he lived until 1951 when he moved to 
New York. 


The end of white domination 


The view before my eyes is this. The end of 
the domination of the white man has come. 
It may take place very soon. 

This is not the first time the end of an cra 
has come. Will it become a catastrophe when 
the stewardship is taken over by another group 
of nations, or can we hold up to another group 
of nations what is good in our civilisation and 
religion? ; 

Peace in our time? J say there is a way. 
It is the only way because it is in accordance 
with the will of God. It is not too late yet. 
Not yet. The promise still stands if only our 
generation will follow. 

Do the first works, and these are the 
works of peace, of reconciliation to which 
Jesus called his followers when he prayed, 
“ Father forgive them for they know not what 
they do.” That was a call of reconciliation. 

It may be too late for our generation. 
Twice God has knqcked on our door in our 
time. The third time the door may break. 

The promise still stands: “ Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called the child- 
ren of God.” 


US pacifists sentenced: 


‘defied war drill” 


AGISTRATE Hyman _ Bushel on 
December 22 found 19 pacifists guilty 
of violating the New York State Civil 
Defence Act in their refusal to participate 
in the June 15 nation-wide Civil Defence 
drill. The twentieth, a pregnant woman, 
was dismissed because of her condition. 
After rendering the verdict, Magistrate 
Bushel suspended sentence on the 19 and on 
7 who had pleaded guilty. He then proceeded 


to express high praise For the social work of 
Dorothy Day of the Catholic Worker group, 


one of the defendants. : 
Kenneth Greenawalt, trial attorney, there- 


upon announced intention of appealing to the 
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He contends this act /is a viola- 
tion of freedom of speech and of religion 


An important issue in the appeal will be’ the 
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ACHIEVED? 


HEN the late Mr. Ernest Bevin moved the ratification of 
the North Atlantic Treaty in the House of Commons I 
remember that he told us that one of the results of establishing 
Organisation was that by co-operation 
with America and the other nations concerned it would ultimately 


more, 


she will be turning out more 
than the USA, 


another powerful vested interest with 
paid officials concerned in keeping it 


this Geneva nonsense, 
Sian overtures as just “ Operation Smiles.” At 
Paris there is now a huge and powerful NATO 
Headquarters that would not be required if 


ia were any move towards general disarma- 
ment. 


EE a hear of the 
ombers and will be able to take precauti 
some time before we will. rot 
In preventing the H-bomb 
in one night. 


Britain oe cease to be 
to proceed with the disarmament which wi 

will 
mean that we are no longer a base and no 
longer a potential target. 


“The military 
threat is greater 
than ever,” writes 


EMRYS HUGHES, mp 
He asks: 


WHAT 
HAS 
NATO 


Mr. Ernest Bevin would hardly be able so say that, were he alive today. For 
our expenditure on the Army, Navy and Air 


happened during the years is that Russia has 
spent a lot of money on armies and arma- 
ments too, 


Four years after embarking on our gigantic 
rearmament drive we are told: 


The military threat to the North Atlantic 
lreaty Alliance is greater than at any pre- 
vious time,” 


Obsolete weapons 


Both the East and the West have 
spent enormous sums of money on weapons 
which are now obsolete and both have the 
terribly destructive weapon of the H-bomb. 


That was the situation which the North 
Atlantic Council was faced with when it met 
in Paris this month. And they could think 
of nothing else than still greater expenditure, 
although they must realise that by 1960 the 
Russians will be (if strong is the word) as 


strong or stronger than NATO. 


When NATO was founded Russia didn’t 
have the A-bomb or the H-bomb. When 
Churchill made his notorious Fulton speech he 
referred to the A-bomb as a Sign of the 
military power of the West—a theat to Russia. 

sed Churchill knows that Russia has both 
the A-bomb and the H-bomb and, what is 
he has discovered the fact—that I 
pointed out in an article in Peace News some 
weeks ago—that Russia has so im roved her 
technical education in recent years that in 1960 
scientific students 


It is crystal clear now that NATO has not 


achieved the superiority in armed force that 
its authors contemplated. 


Powerful vested interest 


Of course, NATO has now become yet 
highly 


Oing. 
Ficld-Marshal Montgomery wants Rene of 


He dismissed the Rus- 


We are told by the Manchester Guardian 


Defence Correspondent (December 19, 1955): 


“The volume of staff papers and reports 
circulated to the Council was reduced, with 
the result—as member of the British 
Delegation said—that ‘ our Ministers for once 
Hes ge the documents before the meet- 

gs. 


The main result of this mecting appears to 


be the sanctioning of an elaborate and expen- 
Sive radar system running 
Southern Europe, 
£30,000,000. How 
Britain in the age of guide 


n from Northern to 
estimated at a cost of 
can this ye security to 
missiles? 

There is no answer to this except that 
approach of H.- 


But it cannot result 
devastating Britain 
NATO is no answer: the only hope for 
a NATO base and 
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No man should commend poverty unless he is poor. 
BERNARD. 


—ST. 


The year of the colonial peoples 


] jQOKING back over 1955 it might be thought that the 


outstanding event was the long anticipated Summit 
necting. 

The Geneva meeting of the Heads of State, however, and its 
successor, when the Foreign Ministers came together, produced 
no positive result of value. 

These meetings merely registered what the statesmen of all 
the Powers had already been forced to recognise, that the politics 
of power—the endeavour fo impose by fear the collective will of 
one sét of statesmen upon others—had become so dangerous that 
i¢ could no longer serve as a basis for foreign policy. 

Other means of dealing with differences between nations 
would have to be sought, and as the statesmen are so tied to 
traditional ways of thinking, and so enmeshed in the nets of the 
interests they represent that they are inhibited from working out 
policies adequate {o the new situation, all that the Geneva meetings 
were able (o register was ai general frustration that has the 
femporary adyintage of keeping the militarists in check ; but 
which will only be a stage on the road to world peace if the 
peoples insist that policies of co-operation and conciliation replace 
the outdated policies of power. 

The Geneva meetings then marked merely the need for new 
thinking and the application of new policies. ‘That-new thinking, 
so far as the parliaments are concerned, has yet to begin. Upon 
whether it will begin in time and be on sufficiently bold lines 
depends the future of civilisation. 

The rea! positive mark of 1955 has been the awakening of 
the colonial peoples. Following the war it seemed that the British, 
the Dutch and the French, after painfully trying to resist the 
inevitable, were beginning to face the facts of the awakening of 
the Asian and African peoples. The development of the Cold 
War, however, reversed this tendency. ‘The strategic needs of the 
“free world” yequired that the colonial peoples continue to 
be held in subjection, with the United States acting as the prime 
director. and supporter of a revived imperialism. 


* * 


The reaction that has shown ifself during 1955 against this 
move to clamp down the shackles of imperialism has been 
universal, outside the boundaries of the Russian bloc; and it 
has not only been dramatic but it has brought with it much 
promise, for while in Malaya, Cyprus, most of French North 
Africa and in parts of Africa held by the British it has so far 
brought only rebellion and bloodshed, in a number of cases there 
has been noteworthy advance and encouraging indications of the 
helated recognition of hard facts by the Imperialist powers. 

When the Kabaka of Buganda was exiled a British Colonial 
Seeretury asserted that he would never return, and the Colonial 
Ollice that * the incident is closed so far as the Colonial Office 
is concerned.” The incident was not closed, however, and in 1955 
the Kabaka has returned, 

Similarly the Sultan of Morocco was dethroned and exiled, 
and it was repeatedly stated by spokesmen of the French Govern- 
ment that he would never be permitted to return to Morocco, 
In 1955 his. return marks a decisive stage for Morocco along the 
road to freedom that Tunisia has already begun to travel. 

In the year that these things were happening, a British 
Colonial Secretary—with remarkable blindness to what was going 
on around him—-announced that Cyprus would never be accorded 
the right of sclf-determination, We have yet to learn whether 
this “never” will signify a longer period than the two other 
examples we have cited. 

The great mark during the year of the awakening of the 
calonial peoples and those who feel they may he in danger of 
subicction to colonialism: was, of course, the Bandung Conference 
in April, when the representatives of 29 nations—none of them 
“ Powers ” with the exception of China—embracing more than half 
of the population of the world, came together and expressed the 
united will of the peoples of the underdeveloped countries of the 
world that colonialism should be brought to an end and that the 
development of their economies should no longer be subordinated 
lo the needs of external controlling powers. 

it ts truc that the first attempt of the Bandung nations to 
arry their policy into the United Natlons—when they were able 
to call for an examination of the Algerian situation—was sub- 

sequently reversed. The attempt by the dominating powers, 
however, to see that such a move should not be successfully made 
again by requiring a (two-thirds majority in such cases has 
probobly already been nullified by the new admissions to UN with 
which 1955 closed. 

We shall hear a good deal more in 1956 from the Bandung 
nations about the situation of the colonial peoples, 


The Russians’ 


Journeyings 
TINUE srude words that) Marshal Bul- 
ganin and Mr. Khrushchov have 


uttered about the British past in India 
and Burma are the feast significant 
thing about their visit, although it is to 
this aspect that the Press has devoted 
most attention, 


The comments on British complicity 
with Hitler were obviously preposterous 
coming from a Government whose 
Foreign Minister signed that pact with 
Ribbentrop in 1939, A collection of 
pronouncements made during 1940 by 
spokesmen of the Russian Communist 
Party and its yes-men partics through- 
out the world would provide a certain 
entertainment today, although of a 
rather grim order. Similarly the com- 
ments on colonialism come rather incon- 
gruously fron. a Government that has in 
no way departed from the principles 
acted upon under Tsardom in regard to 
the scelf-determination of peoples. 

The main changes that seem to us to 
be marked by this journey are three: 


1. The demonstration by Nehru and 
U Nu that their policy of standing apart 
from the two blocs, as well as the accep- 
tance of the conception of co-existence, 
means that their contacts with the states- 
men of Russia are equally to be expected 
with contacts with the statesmen of 
America and the West. 


2. The serious opening of a competi- 
tion between the East and the West in 
the capital development of those coun- 
tries that are secking the means to 
develop. 

3. The striking fact that the two 
Icading members of the Russian Govern- 
ment have been able to leave their land 
for a full month without any concern 
as to what might be going on behind 
their backs. 


Their absence 
from home 


T is this last-mentioned fact that seems 

to us to be the most significant. 

During the whole of Stalin’s reign he 
never felt it possible to go beyond the 
frontiers of Russia, even for a week. 
Any suggestion that he should leave 
Russia to negotiate elsewhere upon some 
issue was always rejected. 


His successor in the place of leader- 
ship is today able to fare abroad for 
a month, accompanied by his most im- 
portant colleague in the Government, in 
full confidence that there will have been 
no political cataclysm in their land dur- 
ing their absence. 


There have been many indications 
that things have changed in Russia 
since the death of Stalin, but nothing 
so conclusive as this. 


We have to conclude that there is a 
greater sense of stability in Russia to- 
day than at any time since the revolu- 
tion in 1917, and this means that there 
is greater confidence that the Russian 
regime rests on the desires of the people. 


There can only be full confidence in 
the stability of a regime when it rests 
on the firm basis of popular will, that 
is democracy. 


It is possible that we may now sce 
further developments in the Communist 
totalitarian countries that will give the 
people greater freedom of electoral 
choice. 

It will be remembered that there was 
some time ago a tentative move in that 
direction in Yugoslavia, but the Govern- 
ment took fright and retreated to the 
domination of the single party. 

We may be on the eve of being able 
to observe in Russia an attempt at the 
broadening of the basis of government. 

There are signs of a greater freedom 
to disagree when Izvestia and Pravda can 


NEWS 


publicly disagree on an issue of govern- 
ment policy. 

The first full Congress of the Russian 
Communist Party since Stalin’s death is 
to be held in February, We hope that 
there will be indications in the debates 
that Russian politics may one day come 
out of the strait-jacket of single-party 
control. 


The new cold war 


RUSSIA is to construct a steel works 

“in India and to help in the 
working of coal and oil resources, In 
Burma, Russian-built machinery is to be 
supplied and the Burmese are also to be 
given the assistance of Russian tech- 
nicians. These things do not equal the 
assistance that has been given by 
America and Britain, but they will put 
an end to the pressures to abandon neu- 
trality that had—-unavailingly it is true— 
accompanied Western aid. 

Russia is, however, more capable in 
a double sense than the West of pur- 
suing this policy successfully. 

In the first place, the control over the 
general standard of life of the people is 
more firmly in government hands in a 
totalitarian state than in a parliamentary 
state, and there is not therefore neces- 
sary such careful regard as to what 
capital export policy may be doing to 
the standard of living. 

More important still, the Russian 
Government has not to meet the pres- 
sures of tycoons who want to know what 
is going to be the future effect on the 
consumer goods they desire to export if 
the equipment of the under-equipped is 
to create enterprises to supply the mar- 
kets upon which American production 
depends. 


If the cold war really begins to take 
the form of helping the under-equipped 
to supply their own needs, the next de- 
cade—if we are spared the H-bomb war 
—is going to sce vast changes in the 
economic and social order, 


£12,500,000,000 
is not enough 


TPHE real armaments struggle today is 

apparently taking place in the de- 
velopment of the guided missile rather 
than in the further development of the 
H-bomb, which is already sufficiently 
destructive to end us all. 


The race now is to provide the guided 
missiles which, equipped with H-bomb 
warheads, can be delivered more expe- 
ditiously and surely than by the “ con- 
ventional” means of carrying them ip 
acroplanes. 


It is these things that have become 
the obsession of Joseph and Stewart 
Alsop, the two frightened men _ of 
American journalism. Ii is one of the 
functions of these two brothers to keep 
the nerves of the Americans on the 
jump. 

For a period when they had come to 
realise the character of the H-bomb, 
their fears seemed to urge that we had 
better abandon the idea that we can go 
to war. The fear, however, was of what 
our enemy might do to us, and was not 
the terrible moral fear of what we might 
be committing ourselves to do. It could 
therefore only give way to new fears. 

Now these frightened men are jumpy 
on the ground that the 35 billion dollars 
(£12,500 million) that the USA is to 
spend in the coming year on arms is not 
enough to keep up with the Russians 


5 
who are beating the world in the d 
velopment of guided missiles. 

In the ficld of aircraft develope 
too, the Alsops say that the Ruse | 
have produced 15,000 MiG fighters a= | 
are now scrapping them for “ the hight 
superior Farmer and Flashlight day 
night fighters.” 

The Russians too, they say, | 
“atomising some scores of aml 
divisions for atomic war while the US 
has only done this for one division 


The moral of these “ horrifying” att 
“hair-raising” facts (they are 1 
Alsops’ adjectives) is that 35 bilhoh 
dollars for war is not enough. We ms 
have more billions devoted to getting 4 
prepared. 


Dr. John’s return 


Tr is too carly yet for us to kno¥ | 

what is the significance of Di) 
John’s shuttle operation between | 
and East Germany. 


Is he “the man between” as he # 
been described? 


Can he be regarded as representatilé 
of the bewildered but sincere men if 
tk 


have a concern for human freedom 4 
the genuine application of democt 
principles, as well as an intense 
for German unity? Did he flee to 
Germany because of his disappointm | 
with the way things were working % | 
under Adenauer and American press 
fearing in the re-militarisation of - 
many the re-enthronement of 
standards ? . 
And now, having experienced cont | 
tions in East Germany, had he come, 
the conclusion that if there is anyt 
to choose between the two parts 1 
Germany it is to be found in the We 


Or has the whole thing been a ‘ei 
up job,” with his entry into East G@,| 
many and his return after a perio | 
having been planned under the auspi® 
of Western “intelligence” before the 
first step was taken? 


| 

| 

The “man between” 
theory 


rIXHERE is a good deal to be said | 
favour of cither explanation. 

the “put-up job” thesis there is Dy | 
John’s considerable background ° | 
secret service activity and the conspif@ 
torial turn of mind that such a Ii® 
inevitably develops; there are 4 
some notable factors about the tran 
port at Dr. John’s disposal on his ¥ 
turn. 


t 

In favour of “the man _betweell 
theory there is the fact that at the tit! 
when Dr. John travelled East th 
Russian Government had been show! 
a disposition to talk seriously ab? 
German unity and even to be ready 7 
consider “free elections” in the Wo: 
ern sense of the term; Molotov’s 2% 
tude at the recent Geneva meetin& 
Foreign Ministers had made it V@ 
evident that the possibility of Gera 
unity on the basis of free electid 
could no longer be contemplated by Oy 
Rusian Government, and Dr, Jont 
Western journey followed this indicat! 
of the Russian about-turn on this sv 
ject. 


A third possibility 


TP\HERE is also a third possibility. I 

is conceivable that Dr. John m4 
have been commissioned by the Russi) 
or the East German Government ‘ 
make some approaches and some soul 
ings in West Germany. 


The mild announcement of his 4 
parture through the East German Gow 
ernmental news agency would be cof 
patible with this theory. 


It ended with the statement that “Dé 
John had repeatedly stated that he 1! 
tends to conduct the fight against ne” 
Fascism in West Germany.” 
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An Open Letter to the Fellowship 


HILE | agree with the founders of 

the Fellowship Party that the pre- 

sent political set-up is unsatisfactory, | feel 

that its approach is too limited to meet the 
situation. 


That the Labour Party can no longer claim 
the allegiance of democratic socialists and 
pacifists is the common ground from which we 
start. Democracy means that minorities as well 
as majorities are entitled to influence the con- 
duct of affairs. 


So long as the pacifist protest is silent, the 
neople as a whole can be denied even the 
knowledge, that any choice exists in inter- 
national politics, 


Pacifist Labour MPs are wrong not in 
voicing their occasional protest, but in imagin- 
ing that there is the slightest chance of the 
Labour Party allowing it to become effective. 


But if the pacifist in the Labour Party is 
Mi-cdhdémned to ineffectuality, will he be 
more effective in the Fellowship Party, with 
its emphasis on Christian standards (about 
which alone there is room for an infinity of 
argument)? I think not. 

I am an agnostic, as are many others who 
are nonetheless convinced that the policy of 
armed strength is immoral, dangerous and 
futile for thig country, This does not lead me 
to refuse co-operation with Christian pacifists 
-—or with non-pacifists anxious that Britain's 
commitment to maintain heavy armed forces 
should be reduced. 

But the Fellowship Party goes out of its way 
to make full membership difficult, if not im-: 
possible, for non-Christians and non-pacifists, 


although it thereby condemns itself to the 
sterility suffered by any narrowly-based 
organisation. Are you not guilty, in fact, of 
the same intolerance towards those who do 
not in all respects agree with you as is shown 
by the authoritarian group which now con- 
trols the Labour ae 


May I suggest what I believe is a morc 
estagry alternative? I start from this 
asis :— 
1 I AM a Socialist. Lenin described the aim 
of Socialism as “the liberation of man- 
kind.” I accept this definition, adding that it 
involves liberation from war, hunger, disease 
and ignorance as well as physical, intellectual 
and religious oppression. 
6) THE Labour Party is no longer the in- 
“ strument whereby Socialism can be propa- 
gated in Britain. Its defects are not primarily 
organisational. Many electors who, like myself, 
could not vote Conservative are no longer 
prepared to vote for a party whose main con- 
cerns sccm to be 
(a) to make capitalism less inefficient ; and 
(b) to dish its own minorities. 
_ An illiberal Socialist party is a contradiction 
in terms, 
3 THE constitution of the Labour Party is 
such that it can only be liberalised with the 
consent of its most illiberal elements—the 
bosses of Trade Unions whose own constitu- 
tions may not cven mention Socialist aims or 
techniques, 
A SINCE the Labour Party cannot be im- 
proved, it must be replaced. 
From this argument it is surely reasonable 
to conclude that the new party we need should 


Party 


be broadly based, capable of attracting the 
idealists whom the Labour Party has lost or 
expelled, and not rejecting those whose desire 
for a better world is based on humanism or 
excludes total pacifism. 


This Radical Party would have a domestic 
policy (yours apparently has none), which 
might perhaps include: 

Abolition of conscription—with improved 
pay and conditions for those volunteer forces 
that would initially be retained ; 

Taxation measures to limit drastically the 
unearned wealth any person could acquire ; 

An integrated housing policy, providing 
for local authorities to acquire all dwelling- 
houses not owner-occupied, with “ Rent Act” 
protection for their tenants ; 

A plan for education, designed to remove 
anomalies resulting from variations in the 
policies of local education authorities and to 
increase cducational opportunity without 
sacrificing the experimental schools. 

In economics, it is not enough to call for 
more production, unless the workers are con- 
vinced that they will share the benefits, Lack 
of enthusiasm among workers in’ nationalised 
industries has received wide comment, but this 
state of mind is not confined to them. 

We got off on the wrong foot after the war. 
It would then have been possible to aim for a 
more egalitarian society, demonstrating that 
sacrifices and controls had a moral purpose 
as well as an economic one, 

Take the handling of bread rationing as an 
example. A main reason for its introduction 
was that the Labour Government permitted 
the diversion of grain to India, where there 
was a famine. 


FROM IVAN GEFFEN, who resigned ® 
Labour candidate for Newcastle North afl@ 
being called upon “ (o give a written ass®, 
ance that he would contest a Parliament# 
election solely along the lines of Labo® 
Party policy.” [He had said that his electl® 
address should contain a statement to 
effect that he was opposed to the use 
armaments, belicved that this country sho! 
disarm unilaterally if necessary, and that 7) 
elected he would seek to persuade his P# 
liamentary colleagues to a similar viewpollt” 


No Labour leader, however, thought it wort | 
while to tell the British people this. 4 

Had they been asked whether they wanlé 
unlimited bread and cake at the price ‘i 
thousands of lives in India, their respod) 
would have silenced the mean and spite, 
campaign against food rationing conducted 
the Tory Press, party speakers and the Hou” 
wives’ League, 

Since grievances about rationing and cof” 
trols played a major part in Labour's defeal | 
this point is worth making. People are mos# 
decent and will both work and forego pleasul™ | 
if they see their effort and sacrifice related © 
the larger purposes of life. . 

The moment this relationship is obscutty 
sa ask “ Why me?” when sacrifice ig call 
or. 

Labour in office was often unimaginati”@ | 
even when its policies were right, In cons, 
quence it failed and still fails to capture a 
imagination, especially (where its nee 
greatest) among young people. 

To say that I advocate little that is ae 
Labour policy would be to miss the pai™ | 


%& ON PAGE SIX | 


Letter from USA is on page six 
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mic Essenes 


Statesman: 


RELIGIOUS NEWS AND VIEWS— 
a monthly column by 
STUART MORRIS —— 

Lack of faith 


"THE H-bomb has been prominent in 
Church papers this month. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has caused 
further concern to many Anglicans and others 
outside the Church of England by saying that 
he believed Communism had to be resisted by 
every appropriate means, amongst which he 
Put the H-bomb as a deterrent. 


He added “When it is used it becomes 


| absolutely useless,” an example, surcly, 9° 


wrong theology and muddled thinking. 


He also said that the Church recognises that 
T statesmen must under God take every 
ele political step to deliver us from the 

Tre of Communism. 
aes under God” is a mere cliché, for in the 
Not sentence he said, “The Church itself is 
the Concerned to do more than observe what 
Pow Politicians do and judge it with such 
“7 Hi of judgment as they have,” adding 
pieruink it is true to say that the Church 
a these Last ten years since the war has 
eeaved mostly all the steps that our Govern- 
=, 's have taken both to preserve peace to the 
iti Ost and yet to not give an inch to the 
egitimate demands of Communist states.” | 
- a the Archbishop would set the scal of his 
apr eoval on NATO, the rearmament of 
pestern Germany, SEATO, Bagdad, _ the 
_o war, the H-bomb and all the policies 
oa on the readiness to go to war and the 
“lerrent power of fear. 

here does he find his warrant 

8pels? 


Overcoming Communism 


IV criticising Communism, the Archbishop 

a Said: 

‘The Communist creed has only one 
article of faith—everything which made the 
sommunist state strong against the rest of 

€ world and enabled it to overcome the 
Test of the world was right.” 

But the Archbishop believes that every- 
ining which makes the Western Powers 
“Strong against the rest of the world and en- 
ables them to overcome Communism 1s 
right? 

Where is the difference in principle? 

e main concern of the Archbishop 
should be to convert Communists from what 
he believes to be the error of their ways, and 
Ne can hardly do this by approving the 

titish use of the same methods which he 
Condemns in Russia. ‘ 

lt is the Christian faith which is the 
Gswer to Communism, not the H-bomb, 
but apparently the Archbishop has not 
Sufficient faith in the converting power of 
: Christianity unaided by nuclear weapons. 


in the 


Tis refreshing to read the British Weekly's 
Comment on the Russian H-bomb test. 
_ So this atomic age takes on the conven- 
onal pattern of an arms race. .. - We are 
In sight of total destruction. Both sides must 
Ose a war. ... We must now convince the 
Ussians not only that we want peace, but 
at we want a just world. We must ap- 
Proach the Soviet Union as moral equals. 
“We must not fail to point out the errors 
We see; but we must also listen seriously 
to her condemnation of us. She thinks that 
we do not mean what we say, that we. do 
not trust her and therefore tell her lies; 
that we are more concerned with stabilising 
Our economy and keeping our leadership than 
in dealing justly with the nations and feed- 
ing the hungry millions. — , 
“In the long run justice and mercy will 


endure, Our strength lies with these spiritual 
‘Orces. We have no need of an arms race. 


bie right method 


RECENT statement by the Pope invites 
Catholics to think about their challengers 
war—hot or cold. 

In a letter to the Bishop of Augsburg, 
of a Christian 
power, he recalled that 
ror Otto had not annihilated the enemy 


N reviewing “The Scrolls from the Dead 
Sea,” Kingsley Martin writes in The New 


“Tt seems clear that the Essenes took to 
their monastic and ascetic life as an escape 
from persecution and built up their doctrine 
of non-resistance, their condemnation of all 
bloodshed and their emphasis on the rewards 
to be won in the next world as a defence 
against the horrors and temptations of life 
On earth. . . 

“To me it seems impossible to read the 
Gospels with a fresh mind and yet to doubt 
that Jesus Christ, like the Essenes, was a 
Pacifist and what we should now call a 
Socialist. His insistence on loving your 
€nemies, returning good for evil and of not 
aying up treasure on earth are not isolated 
Precepts, but the very centre of His life and 
teaching.” 


A wise choice 


DISPLAY of life-sized figures of the 
Three Wise Men offering a washing 


Ahine, a cooker and a refrigerator in the 


arr; El oe 
“ho oR /Tington show rooms of the Electricity 
ee apturd 7) Coa were withdrawn after protest from the 
us ne od Ke o vicar, Nevertheless such gifts could be 
: € appropriately offered, especially as 

that is ? Ym dol : 
ss the pol | Works Is of some of the needs of a starving 


| 


ge six 


. than the H-bomb which is apparently 
Qrded as a gift Christ would not reject. 


PACIFIST GRANTED U.S. CITIZENSHIP 


Judge over-rules Naturalisation Service 


By 


Gene Sharp 


PACIFIST was recently granted United States citizenship by the US District 


~" Court in Hartford, Connecticut. 


Judge J. J. Smith over-ruled the Naturali- 
sation Service’s recommendation that the peti- 
tion for naturalisation be denied. 

The pacifist, Rev. Theodore Leidenfrost, a 
United Lutheran minister, had — refused 
to agree to produce weapons or do other mili- 
tary work as demanded by the Naturalisation 
Service. This demand was based on the 
agency's interpretation of the alternative 
naturalisation oath for pacifists, who under 
the law must agree to perform civilian work 
in lieu of military duty. 

The government had not questioned the 
sincerity or religious basis of Rev. Leiden- 
frost’s position. 

Attorney Robert Satter of Hartford argued 
that the interpretation of civilian work 
should follow a similar provision in the con- 
scription law, muther than one which would 
exclude nearly all pacifists. 

The agency’s interpretation of the law 
would end the naturalisation of pacifists if 
upheld by the court, testified Lyle Tatum, 
Executive Secretary of the Central Committec 
for Conscientious Objectors. Lyle Tatum is 
the brother of Arlo Tatum, Co-Secretary of 
the War Resisters’ International. 

This is one of the first such cases to. reach 
the courts although the new naturalisation 


THEY WANT 1} MILLION 
POUNDS OF CLOTHES 
A 


MILLION and a quarter pounds of clothes 
is the target set for 1956 by the American 
Friends Service Committee to meet requests 
for relief from Germany, Korea, Italy, Jordan, 
France and other countries. 
American donors are asked to: 
Increase the amount of babies’ 
dren’s clothing ; 
Send more men’s suits and coats ; 
Increase underwear, new and good second- 
hand ; 
Increase warm clothing: 
caps, mittens ; 
Emphasise quality: new clothing and bed- 
ding (at present only nine per cent of the 


total is new), and good, repaired second- 
hand warm articles. 


and chil- 


coats, sweaters, 


er 


THEY’LL 
HOLIDAYS ! 
with advice from experts from UNESCO, 


LOOK FORWARD TO GOING BACK TO THIS SCHOOL AFTER THE 
It is attached to the Higher Training Institute in La 
Teacher Maria Alicia Zegada (right) is explaining 


oath went into effect in late 1952. 

It is expected that extensive litigation will 
be necessary to clarify the law, unless the 
Naturalisation service reverses its policy in 
accord with this court decision, There are 
about thirty similar cases ready or nearly 
ready for court action. 

Rev. Leidenfrost is under appointment by 
the United Lutheran Missionary Board to 
work in Liberia. 


U.S. Supreme Court 
rejects two CO cases 


NPE US Supreme Court last month refused 
4+ to review two cases involving conscien- 
tious objectors. 

One case involved Vern Davidson of Los 
Angeles who had refused to submit to 
induction after he had been denied exemption 
as a CO because his beliefs did not fall within 
the narrow statutory definition of a CO as one 
whose position is based on religious training 
and belief only. 

The defendent was contesting the constitu- 
tionality of the specific exclusion of other 
admittedly sincere CO’s from such exemption. 

Davidson was sentenced to three years 
imprisonment. 

The second case involved an attempt by 
Rusell LaRose to be released from the army 
by a writ of habeas corpus following irregu- 
laritics in the handling of his CO claim by his 
local draft board. 

The Supreme Court declined to review the 
reversal by the Court of Appeals of the 
District Judge’s ruling releasing LaRose from 
the Army. Unless a new application on dif- 
ferent grounds for a writ of habeas corpus is 
made and succeeds, LaRose may face court- 
martial for desertion. 


The four Doty brothers, Sid, Jocl, Paul and 
Orin, were released on December 20 from 
their second imprisonment for civil dis- 
obedience to US military conscription. They 
served about nine months of their two year 
sentence. The term will be completed on 
parole. They have returned to their homes 
in Minnesota. Their father, Wm. N. Doty, 
was imprisoned during World War I as a 
conscientious objector. 


Paz, Bolivia, and run 


geometrical abstractions with the use of a model showing architecture of Egyptian and pre- 


Colombian civilisations, 


Unations 


From The Editor’s Notebook 


CO AS DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 


1D EMEMBER how Queen Salote of Tonga 
£® stole the show at the Coronation? 


She rules over 150 islands of which 35 are 


inhabited by about 50,000 Tongans and 300 
Europeans. 


One of the things she has done is to appoint 


Ernest Crane, a New Zcaland conscientious 
objector, as Director of Education. 


Ernest Crane is not allowed to teach in 


State schools in his own country (1,000 miles 
south of Tonga) owing 
iniquitous regulations for 
military defaulters, 


to New Zealand’s 
COs and so-called 


WIDE-AWAKE METHODISTS 


_ C. BARRINGTON, writing in 
+% the New Zcaland Christian Paci- 


fist, has this to say about Tonga: 


“Last century when Western powers were 


grabbing everything in the Pacific, Tonga not 
only maintained j > b 
had separate treaties of friendship affirming 
it with France, Germany, 


complete independence but 


Britain and USA. 
“The people are Christians and principally 


Methodists. 


“King George I of Tonga visited Australia 


in 1856. The question of alienation of land 
was already being pressed by Europeans. In 


stralia George I 
at a thing as leasehold, by which final 


ownership may be retained. 


1 discovered that there was 


“He was inspired! ; 
“A law was "a once added to the Consti- 


tution making it unlawful for King, chief or 
commoner to sell any land, and Tonga was 
saved from the land robbery that went on 
elsewhere. 


“The Constitution of 1875 states that: All 
men are free to practise their religion and 
to worship God as they may deem fit in ac- 
cordance with the dictates of their own con- 
science. 


“ And then this, which many countries with 
greater claims to civilisation and enlighten- 
ment might well copy: ‘It shall be lawful for 
all people to speak, write and print their 
opinions and no law shall ever be enacted 
to restrict this liberty. There shall be free- 
dom of speech and of the press for ever... .’ 
(This lofty concept has not always been up- 
held in practice).” 


PEOPLE AND PUBLICATIONS 


GY ALDRED, tempestuous editor 
of The Word, has begun publica- 
tion of his autobiography in 12 monthly parts 
(6d. each from 104 George Street, Glasgow, 
C1). “I have not mellowed with age,” he 
writes by way of introduction. “The title is 
a challenge, not a retirement: ‘No Traitor’s 
Gate!’” 


Joan Evans, a Streatham ,(London) Peacc 
News reader is off to India in the New Year to 
work for the Mission to Lepers. She has to 
give up the passing on of her copy of Peace 
Newa to a German High School teacher in 


December 30, 1955—PEACE NEWS—3 
SEVEN DAYS TO GO 


ss MAY 1 take this oppor- 

“"™ tunity of expressing my 
appreciation of Peace News,” 
writes one of our many non- 
pacifist readers. 


“ Your understanding and ob- 
jective reporting of international 
events and relations is unsur- 
passed by any of our national 
newspapers, including the 
“sensible” papers such as The Observer and 
the Manchester Guardian. 


“Impartiality is not enough,” the writer con- 
tinues, “we must have ‘ omni-partiality,’ a wil- 
lingness to sympathise with, as well as under- 
stand both sides. A love of the truth must 
be guided by a love of the people and this 
seems to be the spirit which motivates Peace 
News.” 


Another reader writes to tell us that her 
son has just been recognised as a CO by the 
Fulham Tribunal. He is the third generation 
of his family to take the CO stand and as a 
thankoffering for that fact she sends us a 
cheque for £1 “ to help with the valuable work 
done by Peace News.” 


Two other letters on my desk express ap- 
preciation of “the high standard of journalism,” 
and the “high quality of the paper.” One of 
them is from the Newcastle War Resisters’ 
Group enclosing £10 as “an acknowledgment of 
our responsibility for its continued production.” 


And that is why we have shared the contents 
of these letters with our readers. For Peace 
News is YOUR paper. It stands or falls by the 
support our readers give it. 


This has been a difficult year financially. The 
rising costs that have added to our worries 
have also made it impossible for many to sup- 
port Peace News as they would wish to do. 
As a consequence we still need £442 to cover 
the cost of producing Peace News in 1955, 


_ The gap would have been much wider had 
it not been for a very generous and anony- 
mous gift of £100 received since our last 
appeal. 


lf we enter 1956 with a deficit from 1955 our 


work will be severely handicapped and we may 
need to increase the price of the paper. 


We are therefore keeping our books open 
until January 7 in order to give all our readers 
the opportunity of wiping out this deficit. 


FOR MANY REASONS WE CANNOT 
EXPECT ALL WHO READ THIS APPEAL 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR FUND. BUT 
IF 2,210 READERS WILL EACH SEND US 
4s. BY JANUARY 7 WE SHALL BE OUT OF 
THE RED. 


And will some of you please send the contri- 
butions which friends overseas, especially those 
in the under-developed areas of the world, are 
unable to give? Can YOU take over the bur- 
den of responsibility which some of our readers 
in the “have-not” countries would like to 
shoulder, 


Together, in a joint effort, please, to wipe out 
this deficit and turn the red light to green for 
a forward drive in 1956, 


THE EDITOR. 
Contributions since Dec. 16: £152 16s. 7d. 
Total since Jan. 1, 1955: £1,558 2s. 9d. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to P. 
News Ltd,, and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley. Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Brietly 


World Friendship Information Bulletin is a 
new, well-produced and useful periodical 
for those interested in reform and the peace 
movement. Price 20 cents or 6d. it is 
obtainable from Henry Martin, Route 2, 
Box 95B, Perris, California, USA. 


Used and unused postage stamps, especially air 
mails and commemoratives, unused view 
cards, and undamaged air mail envelopes 
with stamps attached can help the No More 
Hiroshima Movement, 609 Santa Roy 
Avenue, Oakland 10, California, USA. 


A Gold Coast Press delegation has been tourj 
India in recent weeks. pe 


Hanover and hopes that “ somcone i 
undertake this small piece of peace ona 

Our subscription department is always glad 
to put readers who will pass on their copies 
in touch with people who, for one reason or 
another, frequently because of currency diffi- 
culties, are unable to subscribe to the paper. 
Let _us know if you want to pass on your copy. 

The Rev, H. J. Dale of 207 Park Road, 
Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey, has published a 
leaflet, War and Religious Revival.” 

The full teaching of Jesus is seldom 
heard,” he writes. “It is either glossed over 
or so watered down as to become meaningless.” 
Copies may be had from the author if a 
stamped, addressed envelope is sent to him. 

From Sybil White, 8 Darnaway Street, Edin- 
burgh, are obtainable small black and yellow 
labels (price 2d. shect of 4, or Is. for 28. 
Postage 14d.) which can be attached to income 
re fons soe read, “So much of this 

as is devoted to war and preparati 
war is paid under protest,” ial iC: 


A NEW BOOK BY “ ADB” 
How many readers of the Man- 
chester Evening News know, 
{ wonder, that the column contributed to that 
newspaper above the initials ADB is from the 
pen of that energetic pacifist parson, Dr A. D. 
BELDEN? A third collection from the “ ADB” 
column has been published under the title 
Chalices of Cheer,” 5s. Sd. post free from 


the Manchester Evening Ne 
Manchester. B News, 3 Cross St, 
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Margaret Barr writes from India 
about her work at 


A RURAL WELFARE 
CENTRE IN ASSAM 


[N the interior of the Khasi hills in 

Assam, 16 miles from a town and post 
office and ten miles from the nearest motor 
road, is a little rural welfare centre. 


ment, since none of the villagers ever drin 
milk. They all keep cows because they nee 


milk them. 


On the religious side the Centre 
universalist as 1 can make it. 


is a 

Its activitics comprise a clinic with a trained 
Khasi midwife in charge and a Senior Basic 
school for taking on to higher flights of educa- 
tion any village children who have completed 
the junior course in their village schools, and 


who can be spared from family responsibility. 


The people are poor, the land not very 
fertile, and the general standard of education 
so low that almost everyone suffers from 
malnutrition in some form or other, due partly 
to poverty and partly to ignorance of what 
to cat and how to prepare it. 


Respect for all religions is one of the fun 


teaching of Gandhi. 


group to which each belongs. 


book “The Great Unity” 


(Lindsey 
2s. 6d.). 


The centre was started in 1951, with 
Unitarian funds, to be a centre of general 
rural welfare and also a training centre for 
leaders for the Unitarian churches of the areca. 
There are 14 of them belonging to an in- 
digenous movement started over 70 years ago 
by a Khasi who had read about Unitarianism. 
He found in it solutions to the many problems 
raised by the Calvinistic teaching of the local 
missions and found it also in harmony with his 
own ideas about inter-racial unity underlying 


the varying forms and creeds of the world’s 
religions, 


translated to Khasi. 


Overcoming religious prejudices 


Every day begins and ends with family 
prayers: in the morning the children take 
turns to read a passage of their own choosing, 
from tha book of selections, from the Bible, or 
from their own hymn books, It is worth 
noting that nine times out of ten the choice 
falls on passages from the Buddha, Hinduism, 
or the Koran. This is followed by a period of 
silence for individual meditation and prayer 


and then we all say together the prayer for 
the day. 


The health work of the centre is financed by 
the Unitarian Service Committee of Canada 


and the educational work by the Government 
of Assam. 


These are a selection of five prayers from 
five different religions which we take in 
rotation. 


Following Gandhi’s Pattern 


The school follows the pattern of Mahatma 
Gandhi's Basic education. In the evening we again have a period of 


silence followed by a hymn chosen and started 


The children, who belong to the various beathevchildren, ieturn. 


religious groups represented among the Khasis, 
live together in residential hotels and have a 
community kitchen where all learn to cook and 
serve. 


The Centre, of course, is but a drop in the 
ocean of ignorance, poverty, ill-health and 
religious prejudice which engulfs the Khasi 
villages. But it is pointing the way to better 
things and doing as much as lies in the power 
of one person to turn out some village children 
to be better farmers, better parents, and better 
citizens than they otherwise would be, and 
so making a worth while, if small, contribution 


to the peace and progress of India and the 
world. 


There is a small farm, all the work of which 
is done by the children under the guidance of 
my one adult assistant. This is now beginning 
to provide what we need in the way of milk, 
eggs, and vegetables. 


All the children learn handicrafts, knitting, 
sewing and weaving; the boys are at present 
helping the assistant to build a new clinic, and 


the manure for their fields, bul they never 


damentals of Basic Education and of the 


We try to achieve this in various ways. 
Everybody is encouraged to attend the Sunday 
services and other Festivals of the religious 


Our history course includes the lives of the 
founders of the great religions of the world 
and an outline of the part they have played 
in world history, along the lines of my little 
Press, 


Each child has a copy of a small selection 
of readings from the scriptures of the world 


Fe ee eat 


in the Chie 


TT'HE peace education work of the 

American Friends Service Committee 
is broad and diverse in both the American 
Section and the Foreign Service Section, 
ranging all the way from offering advice to 
diplomats to offering advice to conscien- 
tious objectors. 


k 
d 


s 


Even the specific peace education effort of 
the American Section has a special work with 
nationally organised groups like labour and 
churches and a Community Peace Education 
Programme, and the latter co-ordinates and 
services the effort of twelve regions covering 
all the American states. 


This brief account is concerned only with 
the work of the Chicago Regional Office, 
which works in the two states of Illinois and 
Wisconsin. Like all AFSC activities, it is open 
to both Quaker and non-Quaker participants. 


The attempt to educate for peace in the 
Chicago Region is an attempt to bring new 
ideas and to change atlitudes of individuals, 
and thereby change the climate of opinion in 
communities of Hlinois and Wisconsin, con- 
cerning the issues of war and peace, 


But even more important, it is the type of 
programme in which more than three thou- 
sand people in Illinois and Wisconsin have 
become involved in this educational and action 
process in their own neighbourhood. It is 
a@ programme which is openly distrustful of 
event-centred and stafl-centred activities. 


Ideas and values 


_ Volunteers with concern for peace are the 
life blood of the programme—voluntecers who 
stand up in their own neighbourhood and 
make visible the ideas and values out of which 
peace can emerge. 


The programme conceived and administered 
by staff and volunteers in Chicago, and made 


available by continuous project suggestions, 
consists of: 


Film and discussion ; 

Legislative education ; 

Public witness projects ; 

Literature and opinion-maker etfYort ; 
Conscientious objection to war; 


A LAST LOOK ROUND AT SOME OF THE WORLDIPEZ 


From an American Friends Service Committee | Whe 
Peace Office, Lawrence Scott reports on 


A Year of Peace Edueation 
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T 
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ago Region 


Through mass media ; 


Special work in church and womll S071 iene 
organisations ; | Suthern R 
Work with high school students ; 
Speaker programme ; Bringin 
Children’s material ; New Africa 
Study groups ; 
Local conferences ; “Yt 
Work on college campuses. man (C 
Space will not permit description of Rice 
workings of each of these programmes. | and Bu 
each programme area we send out mate ul 
about each six weeks to several hut t Below 
people who have selected a specific are letter from 
programme interest. These people, wh0 I's he 
thereby considered the key contacts in Cal Tain 
neighbourhood for. that particular prograa™ Everyo 
are asked to put the specific suggestioM?| grass seam 
work with the help of others whose inl@™ tay), 
they may secure. | ‘ea ss 
When there are enough key people il’ St yeat 
district to make a co-ordinated effort feasit y Pea 
a staff member visits the area and pulls & a arn 
people together into a conference on “ne and Ore aby 
Can We Educate for Peace?” Out of sudbl mk ; 
conference should come a Peace Educal™ and pect i 
Centre with a Key Co-ordinator. their fathers 
Our goal Het akoni 
We conceive of this Peace Centre neithef no 
a place nor as an organisation, but molj] a flourishin 
an organic cell of a movement, making V) Itis a land 
in their neighbourhood the values which mab i 


, 4 hist 
for a world at peace. a 


We seck to change the attitude of 


‘ 
people concerning the United Nations. 


We point to the need for technical 2% _ The last 
tance and sharing with undeveloped sectl%! “Not too | 
of the world. We try to analyse the ste) Were drows 
character of American foreign policy in”) Produced n 
reliance on militarism, and to shake the Me 4ppointmen 
fidence which people have in this mefh®| Ment to wh 

At the same time we try to Keep clear") 
evils of totalitarianism and make ‘ntellight™ a wean 
the way, of non-violent resistance and 8 When re Ze 
tions, 80es far ahi 

Our goal is to promote a programme wiF] the land an 
is pacifist at its core but made up Jargely ?] 2 month is 
non-pacifists and attractive to non-paci ere, or pe 
because it is pragmatically sound ag well & He gro 
morally sound, 800d year 
During the past year we have worked 0" ot £20, or 


has five chi 


several major emphases. For several] m0 
P l Schoal fees 


during the Spring we were engaged in oppoe! 


tion to the effort of the administration ee a 
next year we are planning, with the help of fasten Universal Military Training and Servi@j] i” sation 
y : . the $ not muc 
the Government, to introduce silkworm on the country. | & pound of 
; breeding. . In the last Spring the new AFSC pamphlé 
: . Speak TRUTH TO Power, was released, an “it i 
| They also learn, mostly while preparing and major effort has been to bring it to the atte Articane 
i] cooking the daily meals, a great deal about tion of opinion makers, such as teaché attracted 
food values and the relation between dictetic preachers, editors, radio. commentators 3” Eile of 
deficiencies and the various ailments that are thoughtful citizens eee 
' common in these villages. ‘ 
Agai Commiss 
) They can all milk the cows, girls and boys garnet loyalty oaths else besid 
\ alike, and are beginning to understand the This Winter we are launching an effort it is too 
' importance of milk—a revolutionary develop- form study groups on this pamphlet and 9 this cm 
| | tribute it more widely. The symposil™ out for 
appearing in the Progressive Magazine 18 mice 
great aid at this point. d 
PROSp During the Summer we launched an edu@ 
; iby. e,, tional and witnessing effort against the recefl 
’ x Y Members of British peace organisations were active in supporting pacifist candidates in passed loyalty oath in the State of Illinois. é 
iM “ the 1955 Genera] Election. This parade was giving publicity to Jon Loverseed’s campaign None of of “ po 
id SoullitLewtetant one of these efforts were abstracted ff tics and 
4 is the ongoing prograniney rather, the projé men 
' ; a + . going out in the continuing programme St. Faith. 
Wer . fe Stuart Morris reports from London on Soca Gah MeNee Ta eee 
i aut e e ee ° e ° Two direct action, public witness proj] Me tonld 
ACLHSE activities MM Drilawn ees we eee ea spac it no 
poster walks, leaflet distribution, an Pr : 
° media publicity. Th if} “native lab 
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interest : : the pacifist point of view in its programmes. To the peace movement of Great Britain ¥ and widow 
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| | BUILDING SOCIETY Opportunities have been taken for the dis- Friday, December 16 to 12 noon on Satu 
i} | tribution of appropriate leaflets at the bbe 17, ania discussions Bay Pigce available by post, and exchanged by | eal 
ye Schoolboys Exhibition andgon other occa- on the extent of our common ground and on deen Rd. 
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the usual Anniversary Gathering, including Section, the PPU has taken its part in the SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 1 RELFAST + 
Eric Bales C.C. the conference for Secretaries and Treasur crs wider pacifist movement. It has continued This pledge, signed by each member, Is | Soeqsty Nora 
ai and the social evening, was arranged at the to share in the work of the National Peace the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. ; . a 
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Signpost to a new Africa 
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N Bringing the story up to date, in 
| *W Africa series, Peace News Septem 


“ ; ° ly in all Africa, ; eae 
pore ss ihe only ee ce sede PPU member) cheerlully working at an African 


man (Cedric Wildman, war resis 


jf 


TPS raini _for the first time for ei , 
pe today es since four o’clock this morning. Even the 


t of these first few moments in our unpredic- 
nual report. 


Everyone has been planting meali 
to make the mos 


t year our report was about the land, 
at goes on here and the many activities 
ide farming. This year perhaps it should 
More about the people who live on the land 


Md work it, whose home it is and whose 
livelihood it provides. 


Many were born here 

4nd their fathers lived here before them, and 
if fathers before them hoed and hunted over 
Makoni islands perhaps for three hundred 
ears. A thousand years before that, or pcr 
ig three thousand, there may well have been 
Urishing and not so primitive civilisation. 
though 


What 
beg 
be 


: isa land and a people with a history, 
story unknown. 


A knife-edge economy 


The last year has been a bad year for crops 
Not too little but too much rain. The crops 
Were drowned and many of the little lands 
Produced next to nothing. It was a big dis- 
Appointment to many a family—a disappoint- 

ent to which many are used. 


Our economy balances—just. We plough on 

4 knife-edge between profit and loss. As ever 
When it starts, industrialisation in the towns 
far ahead on cheap food at the expense of 
land and the peasant farmer. Three pound 

@ month is the basic cash for the small farmer 
here, or perhaps £4 and in a few cases £5 or 
*8. He grows his own food on his land; ina 
800d year he may sell some crops worth £10 
Ot £20, or £50 for the very few. Perhaps he 
“as five children or six and “ one on the way. 
hool fees are £13 a year in the boarding 
Schools, and...more beyond standard __ six. 
Education is the first call on income. There 
18 not much left over to buy a new plough, 
4 pound of sugar, or a new dress for the wife. 


“Jt is evident that if the enthusiasm of 
Africans is to be awakened it is likely to be 
attracted to an increasing extent by the prin- 
ciple of giving a service rather than issuing 
an order...’ So says the East African 
Commission, 1953-1955 Report, and a lot 
Clse besides { One wonders how soon—before 
it is too late—it will be put into practice. in 
this territory and elsewhere. Africa is crying 
out for it, this “ partnership” of “ equals. 
Europe scems loath to give it fully, and half 
measures are not enough. 


* 

After a brief account of the characteris- 
tics and work of each of the “ ordinary 
people.” who live and work together at 
St. Faiths, the letter continues: 


These are the men of Madetere, St. Faiths, 
the people to whom this land belongs in 
spirit if not in law. They are not “boys” or 
“native labour,” but people who tive and hew 
and work and think and “have it all weighed 
up.” 


Life is work, for husband and wife, old men 
and widows, work on the land ploughing, 


DIARY 


As this is a [ce service, we reserve the 
tight to select for publication notices sent in. 
We nevertheless desire to make it as complete 
® service as we reasonably can, and therefore 
UTBe organisers of events (0 : 

1,° Sema notices to arrive not later than 
Monday MOorajng, 

2, Include: “Rare, TOWN, Time, Place) pPU 
(hall, strect); natere of event; speakers, 


organisers (and secretary's address) preferably 
in that order and style. 


Saturday, December 31 
LONDON, N.51 Stecnoven Ho., 16 Aber- 
deen Rd. Quarterly day of prayer, 
Sunday, January = 
. , W.lt 3.30 p.m.; King’s Weigh 
no” “Ste Binney St., Pacifist Universalist 
ice. Discourse by Miss L, Hayat Bouman 
(Sufi), ppU Religion Commission. - 


Thursday, January 5 


pard Ho. 


Site. 


m.; Friends Mtg. 44 x 33 in, 
aa area “ UNO." PPU. THURSDAYS post free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., 
/ : ‘ ll LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.@.; Friends Mtg. Ho., | from 6d. cach. 
Wednesday, January vite, Frede- | BUSH Road, B.10 and E.11 Group PPU. Peace News. Write or call, 3 Blackstock Rd. 
BELF, a Prien ns ' Pe e % 3 ee 
tek Se, Norah Dousias, M.A., The American| LONDON, W.C.1t 1.157145 Da. wee HOLIDAYS 
“ene. FoR. i * be erates Pesce for World | BUXTON. Weatminster Vegetarian Guest 
: Thursd January 12 loneh ce b ae and laymen of | House, Broad Walk. Friendly comfort. Home 
LEYTONSTONE)’ DY ecnaaieMes, | ECace= \Canductes yas baking. Good district walking and touring. 
Fie Ne top Taira Way." PPU. | “icrent denominations. Tel 039, Janct and James Joyce. 
a 19 LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- | HOLIDAY Friendship Service. Holidays in 
Leyy, Thursday, January !- pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Pacifist Youth | .ountries from Russia to Portugal, Scotland to 
Ho,, STONE 3 - ae aie da Action Group. } Turkey. Send stamp. 
roblem of Germany." PPU.) Sus ng TENTS Lonon., 8. 


IS OUR LAND 
“OUR SHOW” 


| CUY CLUTTON - BROCK REPORTS FROM ST. FAITHS 
ls 
a 


” way the description given t 
“sea Rhodesia, by Reginald Reynolds when writing in 


ticle on ; ers of the 
ber 93, 1955), Reginald Reynolds writes of St. Faiths: 


Saturday, January 21 


LONDON, W.C.1: 4 p.m.; 32 Tavistock Sa. 
London Area_ Social 
Exhibition. 


Thursday, January 31 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
London Arca Mtg. 


HADCAUDANUAUANUDABEGOROGDOOUCOGOSOROQDGQOSTOOOUONGUOEOGAEOUEGREGUENNIDGS 
Every week ! 


' 


o the St. Faith's Mission Farm, 
Peace News on November 1, 


“The Clutton-Brocks” (Pioneers of the 


whert you can find a young English- 


ght months, and now it’s a month late. 


planting, hocing, herding cattle, making bricks, 
building granaries, cutting grass for thatch, 
inspanning oxen, outspanning oxen, collecting 
firewood, fetching water from afar in clay pots 
on the head and all on two meals a day, or 
even one, of maize meal sadza and a taste of 


meat or cabbage leaf. 


Eyes on the University 


For the children there is work plus educa- 
tion, sitting on the cow dung floor late at 
night in the little round hut with the thatched 
roof, by the light of a bit of string and paraffin 
in a cocoa tin, sweating through the “ prep, 
in English—a foreign language—for students 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, then on to a secondary school for 
the lucky handful, with eyes fixed on the new 
University in Salisbury, whose future is fast 


emerging. 


“In the field of labour one thing is clear,” 
says the Report of the Chief Native Com- 
missioner for the year 1953, “We have not 
yet found what will make the African like to 
work. . .. Incentives introduced under most 
carefully controlled conditions still leave out 
of account certain mysterious factors which 
are the dominant influence for increased and 
sustained productivity.” 


Can it be perhaps that the factors are not 
so mysterious after all, that a bit of land or a 
house which a man can call his own, a job 
with a bit of a future, a “say” in the job, 
and a bit of respect from those to whom 
respect is given, a bit of service and partner- 
ship—that, given these, ordinary people just 
like to work, and do not have to confound the 
impatient eflorts of those who “ will make the 
African like to work?” 

So it seems to us here. 


Education for life 


Over the course of six years, now, activity 
has been sustained and effort increased, Per- 
haps it has something to do with the fecling 
that this is our land and “ our show.” 


If so it would seem that there is nothing 
peculiar about Africa. 


Along with traditional agricultural practice, 
customary tribal education is also being re- 
placed, Its place cannot really be taken by 
what is called “native education,” but by an 
appropriate education for life, gained in the 
process of people living and working together. 
it seems to us here that we are really all in- 
volved in education all the time—all of us 
—schoolboys, students, farm workers, and 
storekeepers, European and African, in learn- 
ing together how to lead a fuller life. 


This report will go to those who know these 
things. To state them is just to express our 
gratitude, from all the “ ordinary people” on 
these lands and in these villages, to those who 
have had the vision and the love to be 
interested and to help in a little corner where 
both interest and help are needed. 
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D THE PROBLEMS THEY FACE 


In S. Afriera most 
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WHE 


of the Europeans 


pledge themselves to maintain “~ white 


civilisation ” 


The Day of the Covenant 


But one clergyman is marking the national 
holiday with a different type of Covenant, reports 
A. W. BLAXALL 
Vyows to work for BROTHERHOOD in South Africa were made at an inter- 
racial service while mass meetings in support of WHITE SUPREMACY were 


held on December 16 throughout the nation. 


December 16 is now known as the Day of 
the Covenant in the Union of South Africa. 
Formerly it was called Dingaan’s Day. On 
that day in 1838 seventy Boers met their death 
by the order of the Zulu Chicf Dingaan at his 
huge Kraal 150 miles north of the present city 
of Durban. 


Months later the rest of the trekking Boers 
gathered together in solemn worship and 
vowed to God that if the enemy were delivered 
into their hands they would build a church as 
a symbol of thanksgiving and of their dedica- 
tion to building a Christian nation, They then 
defeated Dingaan’s warriors at a near-by river. 
The slaughter was such that the river is known 
today as Blood River. 


A NEW PEACE POSTER 


Printed in red and black, this poster 
(size 20° x 30”) is obtainable from 
The Friends Peace Committee, Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
Price 6d. post free. 


yA HOT WAR 


Makes us kill 
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= DNS 


NO WAR AT ALL 


Brings us togother 


FOR WORLD PEACE AND PROSPERITY 
o¢ ¢ 


ASKED by Peace News to report on the 
year’s work, Mr. L. J. Cuming, Secretary 
of the No Conscription Council, said: 

“We, of the No Conscription Council, are 
by no means satisfied with the progress made 
during 1955—for Conscription is still with us. 
We have been heartened, however, by a 
tremendous increase in our membership which 
has more than doubled during the year. 


“We now have a total membership— 
affiliated and direct—considerably in excess 
of 200,000. During 1955 we have been joined 
by a great Trade Union, the Boilermakers 
Society, and four Divisional Labour Parties. 
“During July and August we were engaged 

on a nation-wide Survey of Industry. Firms 
employing over 375,000 people returned our 
questionnaires about the effect of ‘ National 
Service’ on their manpower problems, This 
information, when collated and published by 
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ful book free. Megiddo Mission, 
Rochester 19, N.Y. 


mail covers. 


Middlesex. 


48 Dalston Lane, 
Hornsey Road, N.19. 
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Indispensable 


world _ politics. 
from your 


respecting the Faith and Practice of the Rell- 


Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 

BOOKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION are 
available from Housmans Bookshop. 
Why not order al! 


6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. Tel.:; EUSton 5501. 


“ELIJAH COMING Before Christ," wonder- 


WAR _ RESISTERS’ International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and ‘undamaged air 
Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hill Park, Enfield, 


———_—— 
SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


MABEL EYLES Duplicating Service, 
(ARC. 1765) 


The present Nationalist Government 
shrewdly realised that it is more important 
to them to perpetuate the memory of the 
Vow than the name of Dingaan. The Day of 
the Covenant now is becoming the annnal 
national celebration in South Africa, 


It is a public holiday and the occasion for 
many mass mectings of Europeans who pledge 
themselves to the maintenance of “ white 
civilisation.” 

Realising the potential of this celebration, 
the Rev. D. P. Anderson, warden of the Wilge- 
spruit Fellowship Centre, arranged an_ inter- 
racial service in the John Philip Memorial 
Chapel, with the promise that it will be held 
annually on “The Day of the Covenant.” 

The meeting was called with the prayer that 
the day may soon come when all people in 
the Union, of every colour, language and 
tradition, will thank God for their common 
heritage as citizens both of this world and the 
Kingdom not made with hands. 


The service closed with a solemn act of 
dedication and the taking of a covenant vow 
to give full respect to the personalities of 
others irrespective of race, to remove fear 
with love, build a pattern of multi-racial 
fellowship and to pray and work to bring 
into reality the religious principles in South 
Africa. 

_ The South African Fellowship of Reconcilia- 

tion has been giving considerable effort 1o 
bringing together people who normally never 
meet each other because of social barriers. It 
has encountered difficultics in accomplishing 
this because of the atmosphere of fear which 
permeates much of South African life. 

It seems to be the policy of the authoritics 
to cultivate such fear, and that such cultivation 
is one of the main purposes of police raids on 
offices and private homes. Thus fear will be 
struck in the hearts of the masses who will 
tefrain from associating or joining organisa- 
tions in opposition to government policies. 

The FoR is carrying on this programme of 
bringing people together in addition to its 
other work of work camps, discussions, and 
public speeches. 


FOOTNOTE: Rey. A. W. Blaxall, Chairman 
of the South African Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, is to receive an honorary degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy at the University of 
Witwatersrand on March 24. 


GETTING UP STEAM FOR 1956 ! 
Boilermakers affiliate to the 
No Conscription Council 


us, was widely quoted in the national and 
peace Press. 

“At the Labour Party Conference at Mar- 
gate we were able to ensure that the question 
wag debated in full—for the very first time 
Since the war! 

“Increasingly we are being accepted by 
friends and opponents alike as the leading 
anti-conscription force in this country. Our 
Council has been greatly strengthened during 
the year by the clection of George Craddock 
as our new—and very active—Chairman. Lord 
Faringdon continues as President and presided 
over the luncheon at which Labour Party 
Conference delegates met to discuss Con- 
ference plans, 

“The nation is awakening to the evil in- 
herent in this unjust system and the No Con- 
scription Council, together with other peace 
organisations, may claim a modest share in 
having achieved this. ” 
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THOU, GLENDORA... . 


TPHIS is the last letter I shall write before 

Christmas, so I am impelled to com- 
ment on something happening in the US 
during the Christmas season and which 
fits wonderfully into the idea of ‘“ Christ- 
mas,” 

In the same section of Mississippi where 
not so long ago the young Negro, Emmet Till, 
was murdered, another Negro, a gas station 
attendant named Clinton Melton, was shot and 
killed in cold blood by a white cotton-gin 
operator, Elmer Kimbell. 


But in this case the Lions Club of Glendora, 
the town in which the outrage occurred, passed 
a resolution which read in part: 

We humbly confess in repentance for 
having so lived as a community that such an 
evil occurrence could happen... . We in- 
tend to see that the forces of justice and 
right prevail, 


One of the leaders of the community and 
the Lions Club, with one of those unmistake- 
ably Southern Anglo-Saxon names, M. P. 
Sturdivant II, a wealthy planter, led in having 
a fund for the support of the widow, Beulah 
Melton, and the four children, Dolores, 5; 
Clinton, jr., 2}; Vivian Ann, I$, and Kenneth, 
4 months; sect up on a legal basis under con- 
trol of the local court. 


“YT think,” he said simply to a New York 
reporter, “ my check for $200 was one of the 
first put in.” 

Mr, Sturdivant’s father has given Mrs. Mel- 
ton and her little ones a three-room house on 
his place to live in as long as she wants, and 
a local physician, Dr. W. C. McQuinn, has 
offered her a steady job at his clinic in Glen- 
dora. 

* 


When I read these things and think, in con- 
trast, of the terror against Negroes which has 
been rising in a good many parts of the South 
and the active and passive support of that 
terror, or the failure to speak out against it on 
the part of so many Caucasians, then I think 
how marvellously appropriate it is that at 
Christmas-tide such things should be happen- 
ing in Glendora. And there is a lump in my 
throat and tears as well in the eyes and an 
angel chorus is heard and the morning stars 
singing together and all the sons of God shout- 
ing for joy as at the Creation. 

Thou, Glendora, one of the obscure towns 
like Bethlehem and Nazareth, out of which 
it is assumed no good can come! Like these 


GENE SHARP @ FROM PAGE ONE 


His Bachelor of Arts degree was awarded in 
1949 at Ohio State University “with High 
Distinction in Social Sciences.” His Master of 
Arts degree in Sociology was awarded in 1951 
for a thesis on “ Non-violence: A Sociological 
Study.” 

While in college he was elected to the 
political science, debate and sociology honorary 
fratcrnitics. He was active in campus and 
student and youth groups and held prominent 
offices in such groups as the campus YMCA, 
Socialist League, Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
anti-discrimination groups, Beta Sigma Tau, 
the inter-racial,; inter-cultural fraternity. 

He became President of the Ohio Christian 
Youth Movement, the inter-denominational 
youth movement under the Ohio Council of 
Churches, in 1949-50, and joined the Society of 
Friends (Quakers) in 1950. 


As a result of taking a civil disobedience 
Position to conscription, he was sentenced to 
two years imprisonment in April 1953. Of 
this sentence he served nine and a third months 
imprisonment and the remaining sentence on 


parole. 

Gene Sharp was fully supported in his civil 
disobedience position to conscription by Dr. 
Albert Einstein, who said: 


“T can only hope, but not really know, 
that I would have done as you if I had 
found myself in the same situation.” 

He is the author of a forthepmigs: documen- 

“Yary historical study of Gandhi, being pub- 
lished by Navajivan Publishing House, in 
India. This book includes an introduction by 
Dr. Albert Einstein. 

He has been a member of the National 
Exccutive Committee of the War Resisters’ 
League of New York and the National Con- 
tinuations Committee of Peacemakers. 


He was secretary to A. J. Muste, Secretary 
Emeritus of the American Fellowship of Re- 
ronciiatlgp: from February 1954 to April 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


especially if you come to 


THE LONDON AREA SOCIAL, and 
ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION 
32, Tavistock Square, W.C.| 


at 4 p.m. 
Saturday, January 21, 1956 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday Jan. ! 


King’s Welgh House Church, Binney St., W.1. 
(Near Bond St. Tube) 
Diacourte by 


Miss L. HAYAT BOUMAN. &ufl. 
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towns today, thou “art in no wise least among 
the princes” of this land of ours. For surely 
the Word has taken on flesh among you, where 
its glory may be beheld once more, full of 
grace and truth, 

Who knows but what this thing that is 
taking place in Glendora may prove the turn- 
ing point in a sad, perplexing crisis in which 
the Southland—together with all of us—finds 
itself. Though it may be that the people of 
Glendora hardly comprehend what they have 
done or what has happened to them: did the 
shepherds of Bethlehem? Though it may be 
that the people of Glendora will yet be 
tempted to disown the Son who has been given 
them, as did the people of Nazareth, rather 
than follow Him on the hard road which may 
be ahead. 

é Be 


Nevertheless, this Christmas 
people of Glendora sing : 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
For he hath visited and wrought redemption 
for His people, 
To give knowledge of salvation unto His 
people 
In the remission of their sins, 
Because of the tender mercy of our God, 
Whereby the dayspring from on high shall 
visit us, 
To shine upon them that sit in darkness and 
the shadow of death; 
To guide our feet into the way of peace. 
And if there are Wise Men from the Eastern 
lands where there is justifiably some distrust 
of us these days, or from any other quarter of 
the planet, abroad this Christmas following a 
star, let them look narrowly whether it does 
not stand at attention over Glendora, Missi- 
ssippi, in the gentle Southern sky. 


Let them bring gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh and lay them before the cradle of 
four-months-old Kenneth Melton and also be- 
fore the cradle of some newborn white baby 
in Glendora—a young Sturdivant or McQuinn, 
of course, if there be one. For who knows 
what this baby or these babies, born amid 
terror and turbulence in which grace brought 
a lovely thing to pass, may become as they 
grow up together—Ict the dear God grant it— 
and, “advance in wisdom and stature and in 
favour with God and men.” 


let all the 
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NEWS 


Dec. 30, 1955 


NEW YEAR’S RENEWAL?) 


It is good that we should celebrate 


SYBIL MORRISO v 


the New Year, because it is good that ' 


« periodically there should be an opportunity for renewal; but it is a new life rather ~ { 


than new resolutions that we need. 


Be still, and know that I am God. 
NEw YEAR _ resolutions are easily 

made, and as easily broken ; they are 
not generally regarded very seriously, and 
a rueful smile is all the respect paid to 
their obsequies. 

Nevertheless, there is, perhaps, something 
to be said, not for broken resolutions, nor 
even for making resolutions, but for regarding 
the New Year as a time of renewal. 

There is no real difference between Decem- 
ber 31, and January 1, except that in any case 
cach day is a new day, holding within its 
span, pleasure or grief, boredom or excite- 
ment, life or death. But the arbitrary line 
which is drawn by the calendar docs have a 
kind of symbolic difference, which most people 
like to accept. 

And it may be that the end of a year should, 
in fact, be a kind of symbol of renewal. The 
popular celebrations which herald the moment 
of midnight and one minute after are, how- 
ever, given over entirely to revelry; plainly 
no one thinks of the New Year as sad, or 
dreary, or fearful. 

“A Happy New Year,” shout the populace, 
and then, filled with good will, and good 
cheer of all kinds, perfect strangers will join 
hands in public places and sing the few lines 
of “Auld Lang Syne” that they happen to 

ege 

US pacifists sentenced 


(J) FROM PAGE ONE 


were involved in the case. Before the verdict, 
Magistrate Bushel quoted from the testimony 
of A, J. Muste and Ralph DiGia and drew a 
sharp difference between religious and non- 
Teligious motivation with marked disapproval 
for the latter. DiGia had testified for the 
War Resisters’ League on humanitarian and 
political, motivation. 

In quoting from Muste’s testimony, Magis- 
trate Bushe] quoted Muste’s assertion that the 
group’s refusal to participate in the June 15 
drill was because “the drill was part of war 
preparation under a military defence Act.” 


THIS IS “LA MISERE” 


—and machine guns are answering it 
By GREG WILKINSON 


The author of the following article is a British conscientious objector, who 


has done part of his alternative service in 


Algeria with the International Voluntary 


Service for Peace. The experience in Algeria has been one of a growing under- 
standing of the Algerian people and the problems they face. 
Prior to this work he was a pupil at Leighton Park School. He celebrated his 


nineteenth birthday on December 21, 


This article is reprinted with permission from the News Chronicle. 


YFINHE expression “la misére” is widely used 
in Algeria; though many who use it 
don’t know what it means. 

It means babies with gummy _cyes and stream- 
ing noses, their faces indifferent to crawling 
flies ; and others who die. It means 16-year- 
old girls selling themselves. It means that 
blind and crippled, young and aged, go 
begging and starve. 

Less horrific, but equally terrible, “la misére” 
means idle men crowding the roadsides, 
underpaid men working 14 hours a day in 
the vineyards, and countless hungry families. 
It means that children play, untaught, until 
they start looking for work—and cannot 
find it, 

Team-work 


It was this problem that we, a team of volun- 
teers, Arab, French and forcign, tried to 
tackle. We built a school—a shed on a 
concrete base. This was to take a few dozen 
little girls ; only a drop from a sizable ocean. 

We lived in a fibre-board shed and were lucky 
in having a solid roof above. Apart from 
that our living conditions were those of the 
shanty town. : 

The roots of “la misére” are many and com- 
plicated. But some lie near the surface— 
in the country and in the town. 

Arab farming methods are primitive, and the 
barren, dry brown hills do not support an 
increasing population. Men and_ whole 
families leave. 

Some of those who leave home find work on 
the rich, irrigated lowland farms of the 
Europeans. They work in the vincyards. 
They are Muslims. Their religion forbids 
them to drink the wine they produce. 

Wages are pitifully low: seven shillings for 
a twelve-hour day is not uncommon. Seven 
shillings will buy threc inadequate meals at 
a cheap Arab restaurant. : 

Many head for the big town, Algiers. Here 
the pavements are not of gold, but again 
a few find work and many, more stay and 
hope. Whichever way, they must live some- 
where. 

The Kasbah, the old Arab quarter, is romantic 
and fascinating to an outsider, To live in, 
it is dingy, unhealthy, over-crowded. Rooms 
to let are rare and expensive. The new 
apartments of the modern town are in big 
demand by Europeans with money to pay. 

There is a solution for a homeless man with 
very little money. That is to lease some 
rough plot outside the town and build for 
himself. / 

Thousands do that, paying an exorbitant price 
for a site. They build with anything they 
can find: reeds and mud, scrap wood and 
oildrums beaten out. Towns grow up, aptly 
named “ bidonvilles "—‘tin-can towns ”’— 
scenes of “ misére.” 

Where I have been living and working was just 
such a bidonville, five miles from Algiers. 
A population variously estimated at between 
7,000 and 12,000 lives in a rectangle of 500 

by 300 yards. Houses are ramshackle. 


In the past, social volunteers have helped “ do 
up” some shacks. They have returned to 
find new occupants paying higher rents. 

All day the dust-track “roads” are thronged 
with men and children. There are no drains, 
and the sewage runs down open gullies 
beside the road. 

Flies feed and multiply. They swarm over 
meat and fruit in open roadside shops. They 
worry the listless men who sit unokiie and 
fanning themselves. They crawl over the 
faces of others asleep. 

When it rains, which it may do heavily every 
day for three weeks, it is hell. No house 
is waterproof. 

Most of the shacks are built directly on the 
earth. Some of them are washed away by 
flood-water running down the steep slope. 
The roads become sluggish mud rivers, the 
sewers raging torrents. 

Only the sewers are improved. Their normal 
contents are diluted to a clean muddy-brown. 

The water supply for the whole population is 
from four taps. Four taps supply drinking 
water, water to wash in, to rinse the intes- 
tines of newly killed sheep (when a sheep is 
killed everything is caten cxcept skin and 
bone). 

Very many children are born, and many live. 
They play in the dusty roads as long as it 
is light. They fight, they steal fruit from 
stalls, they work for their parents, under 
pressure, They are beaten and have stones 
thrown at them. 

Sick and sorry 

Disease is uncontrolled. For around 10,000 
people a doctor gives one afternoon a week, 
and a nurse comes three times. Blindness 
is unbelievably common. So are skin discases 
——many facets are permanently disfigured. 
All the norma! diseases of Europe are com- 
mon, and some others, too. 

There is none of the moral influence of a 
settled community and tradition, and no 
force of order, No resident police: “ Ham- 
dullah,” say the Arabs, meaning “ Thank 
God.” A police truck turns up once a week 
or so, now, complete with radio and 
machine-guns. 

This is “1a misére” and the machine-guns are 
answering it. Who is posible for it, 
Government, colonists or the Arabs them- 
selves, is disputed. What matters is that such 
conditions exist. Such conditions breed mis- 


understanding, despair and hate. Thence 
violence. . ety 
“La misére” gives terrifying force to 


Nationalist and Communist arguments in 
Algeria. “La mistre” can warp a man until 
he believes in terrorism, and means he has 
nothing to lose by becoming a terrorist. 

And in Algeria normal men are being warped 
and are turning to terrorism, as men any- 
where can be warped into brutality. 


FOOTNOTE—French troops are still arriving 
in Algeria—a quarter of the army is now 
there—to preserve French rule in’ the face 
of opposition in the country. 


—Dick Sheppard, 1936. 
—Psailm XLVI. 10. 


know! Many of them (Scots, of coum. | 
excepted!) scarcely know what the WOM) | 
mean, and invariably pronounce the soft” 
of “syne” as though it were a Z. 

But, anyway, all these revellers are | 
happy, and they are engaged in_ wis 
happiness in the coming year to themsé 
and all their friends. Mostly they are 9 
unaware that Burns’ immortal words belong 
the past and not to the future. There aré 
words more heart-melting, and few that 
been sung by so many, so often an 
ignorantly. y 

For looking back is not the object of m@ 
New Year parties and celebrations, and to 00 
forward to the coming year with hope @) 
eagerness, is natural, and is, of course, My 
portant, But, if there is to be any ™® 
renewal, then it is essential to look back, 1 
for the purpose of uscless regrets, but to gle 
wisdom from the lessons that experience ald 
can teach, 

To remember, nostalgically, to the tune 4 
rhythm of “ Auld Lang Syne,” is one th 
but to “ be still” and remember constructl 
is another, and very different thing. 

Each one of us, personally, has a diffet 
experience, and a different lesson to lee) 
from it; no one person, however understalm, 
ing, kind or compassionate or loving, & \ 
enter entirely into the heart of another. tail 

; 
oS i 


one person can bear another's pain, nor 
upon themselves another’s anguish. 


And so it would seem that personal MM) § 
perience cannot be used for the benefit 09) 
others. But this, perhaps, is to over-simpl®y, 
for though in essence it is starkly true, YM it 
the experience remains, and can be draw) | 
upon for the purpose of bringing understan% 
ing and tolerance where there is variance a} 
experience, and difference of opinion. 

An outstanding example of lack of undé 
standing at the moment is the British anger 4 
the truculent criticisms of Bulganin a 
Khrushchov of the British Government af 
people. Looking back, our own criticisms ® 
the Soviet Union could scarcely be called comp? 
ciliatory ; and it would be an excellent Ne 
Year resolution on the part of our oWd 
Government to decide to treat the Goveft 
ments of other countries as we would 1Jik4 
them to treat us. ; 

It would be well, if in the coming year, thi 
country would resolve, with courage and willii® 
confidence, to do what they believe to be right 
regardiess of what others do, regardless of thé 
consequences. If they believe disarmament 1H) 
be right, and they say they do, let them disartt 

If this were to happen, future generatiom{)y) 
could look back with gratitude to the yeaf \ 
1956. | 


FELLOWSHIP PARTY 


) %& FROM PAGE TWO 
What is wrong with their domestic policy. ¥ 
no particular item—apart from the insisten@ 
on conscription, which stems directly from 
their foreign policy—so much as a failure 
treat their own members and people generallf 
as responsible human beings, capable, if. th! 
issues are fairly stated, of preferring the betel] | 


to the worse. 
lead Britain out of NATO and SEATO. | 
| 


iW 
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In foreign policy, our» Radical. Party would 

It would contract out of the UN obligatio 
to use armed force, recognising that if t 
Great Powers go to war on any accouml 
civilisation will perish. It would set time limi 
for the establishment of self-government if 
our colonies (Total disarmament should follo 
this ; it could not precede it). 

A creative contribution to peacemaking 
would be a vastly expanded programme of ail 
to under-developed areas, made possible 6 
a combination of reduced arms expenditufé 
and the increased production that woul? 
follow the end of conscription. 

The very difficulty of implementing such | 
policy means that we must mobilise for 3 
the greatest posible support. Surely this 
likely to come, not from the tiny pacifi 
minority, but from those who are now seeki 
an alternative both to the acquisitive fore 
which form the main backing of the Conserval 
tives and to the tired authoritarians who co 
trol the Labour Party? The heavy fall if 
the votes cast for both these Parties at thé 
General Election supports this argument. ; 

Finally, in all humility I think it unwise fot 
any political ey to claim for itself #7 
monopoly of ethical principles. People wisely” 
Teact against those who make such ,unproveal 
claims. q 

If a group’s conduct accords with a high | 
moral code, it will probably attract the sup 
port of those who accept its political abject 
even when they differ regarding the moral | 
sanction for those objects. t 

There is on the other hand no justification 
for thinking that agreement regarding thé 
claims of Christianity or any other faith will 
necessarily bring agrement as to cither the end§ 
or the means of political action. 


History is full of examples to the contrary, | 
LATE NEWS j | 
Amnesty appeal for US Communists. ” 

President Eisenhower has been petitioned bY 
42 leading non-Communist Americans to grant 
a Christmas amnesty to the 16 imprison 
Communist party leaders and to postpone trials 
now pending of 100 others. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Lewis Muni 
ford, Norman Thomas, Henry Steele Comma — 
ger of Columbia University, John’C. Bennett: 
Dean of Union Theological Seminary, 9” — 


A. N. Muste, were among the signera of thé 
petition. Full report next week. 
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